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year of Mary it touched the lowest point in our
history. Although we were at war with France, there
were no soldiers, no officers, no arms, no fortresses
that could resist artillery, few ships, a heavy debt,
and deep discouragement. The loss of Calais, which
had been held for 200 years, was the simple and
natural consequence of this prostration. Justice will
not be done to the great recovery under Elizabeth
unless we understand how low the country had sunk
when she came to the throne.

During the early years of her reign, it was the
universal opinion at home and abroad that without
Spanish protection she could not preserve her throne
against a French invasion in the interests of Mary
Stuart. Henry n. meant that, by the marriage of
the Dauphin Francis with Mary, the kingdoms of
England and Scotland should be united to one another
and eventually to France. Philip would thus lose the
command of the sea route to the Netherlands, and the
hereditary duel with the House of Austria would be
decided. This scheme could not seem fantastic in a
century which had seen such immense agglomerations
of territory effected by political marriages. Philip, on
the other hand, made sure that the danger from
France must necessarily throw Elizabeth and England
into his arms. Notwithstanding the warnings he
received from his ambassador Feria that Elizabeth
was a heretic, he felt certain that she would not
venture to alter religion at the risk of offending him. (
The only question with him was whether he should
marry her himself or bestow her on some sure friend
of his house. That she would refuse both himself